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have been brought forward. The National Township Franchise
Amending Act, vetoed on previous occasions by the Governor-
General of South Africa in Council, has again been passed in
the Natal Legislative Council, and a Class Areas Bill has been
published by the Union Government. Vigorous representations
have been made by my Government which, we trust, will have
success in regard to the Township Act. The Union Govern-
ment have given an assurance that it is their desire and inten-
tion to apply the measure, the Class Areas Bill, if it becomes
law, in a spirit of fairness to the interests and reasonable
requirements of the Indians. My Government, however, whilst
welcoming the assurance, cannot rest satisfied with this position,
and we shall continue our efforts to persuade the Union
Government to incline to our view, We are aware of the
strength of public opinion in India upon this subject, and shall
strive to give effect to it by all legitimate means within our
powers.

The position as regards the Crown Colonies has materially
changed owing to the acceptance of the proposal for a Crown
Colonies Committee to be appointed by my Government, which
will confer with the Colonial Office on all pending questions,
including Kenya. The late Prime Minister, Mr. Baldwin, has
promised that there shall be full consultation and discussion
between the Secretary of State for the Colonies and the Com-
mittee appointed by the Government of India upon all ques-
tions affecting British Indians domiciled in British Colonies,
Protectorates, and mandated territories. I hope for nothing
but benefit from these discussions, and we shall gratefully take
the fullest advantage of the opportunity offered. As regards
Kenya, the views of my Government were explained at length
by me in my last address to the Legislature and formed the
subject of a resolution issued by my Government in August last*
While acknowledging the difficulties of the issues, and the great
care and attention His Majesty's Government devoted to India's
claims, we did not conceal our feelings of disappointment at
the result, and we reserved the right to make further repre-
sentations with a view to re-opening these decisions when a
legitimate opportunity offers. At the Imperial Conference,
His Majesty's Government have given an assurance that while
they can offer no prospect of the decisions being modified,
" careful attention will be given to such representations as
the Committee appointed by the Government of India may
desire to make to the Secretary of State for the Colonies/'